

October 7. 1799. 

Courteous Render, 

Y OU 'may remember that in my firft Alma- 
nack, publifhed for the Year 1799, J pre- 
diSeci the Death of my dear Friend • litem Leeds , 
Pniiomat. to happen that Year on the 17th Day 
of October, 9 h. 29 m. P. At. The good Man, it 
feems, died accordingly : But W. B. and A B. have 
continued to publifh Almanacks in his Name ever 
iince; ^fletting for fome Years that he was ftill 
livirig ; At length when theTruth could no longer 
' be conceal _ from the World, they confefj his 
Death in their Almanack for* 1799, bur pretend 
■ that he flied not till laft Year, and that before his 
Departure; he had fuvnifhed them with Calculations 
, for 7 Years to come. An, My Friends, thefe^re 
poor Shifts and thin Djfguifes ; of which indeed I 
ihould have taken litchj or no Notice, if you had 
• not at the fame time accus’d roe as a falfe' Predic- 
tor jati Atperfion that the more affefis me, as my 
wnolc Livdybood depends on a contrary Chara&er. 

But to put this Matter beyond Depute, I fhall 
acquaint the World with a Fa&, as ftrange and fur- 
pdAing as it is true ; being as follows, viz. 

On the 4th Inftant, towards midnigh', as I fat in 
my httle Study writing this Preface," I fell fall a 
lleep ; and continued in that Condition for fome 
time, without dreaming any thing, to my Know- 
ledge. On awaking, I found lying before me 
the following Letter, viz. 

Dear Friend Saundbrs, 

My RefpeB for you continues evert in this [ep trait 
Mate, and I am griev'd to fee the Jfperfon, throve* m 
youhy the Malevolence 0] avaricious PubUJherscf Jlma- 
™ ho > our Succefs. ^They fay your Fred, Sion 
oj my Death ini 739 <vas falfe, and they pretend that I . 
remained alive many Tears after. But I do hereby cer- 
■* 1 dually die at that time, precifely at the 
hour you mention'd, with a Variation only of 5 min. < 2 

{ ZYf kb flow'd to he no great matter to \ 

mb Cajes. And I do farther declare that I fumifi’d 
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them rwlth no Calculations oj tie Planets Motions, Sec. 

; /even 2 ears after my Death , as they are pleafed to give 
out : fo that the Stuff they pub l ip as an 'Almanack in my 
Name is no more mine than 'its yours. 

2 on will wonder ■ perhaps, how this Paper comes writ 
ten on your 7 able. You mufi know that no feparate 
Spirits are under any Confinement till after the final Settle- 
ment of all Accounts. In tie mean time we wander 
where we pleaje , vifit our old Friends, obferve their Ac - 
t ions, enter fometimes into their Imaginations, and give . 

■ them Hints waking or Jleeping that may be of Advantage 
to them. Finding you ajleep , lentred your left Nofiril , 
afeended into your Brain, found cut where the Ends of 
thoje Serves were jafined that move your right Hand and 
Fingers, by the Help of which lam now writing ttn 
known to you ; but when you open your Eyes , you will 
fei that the Hand written is mine, tho* wrote with yours. 

rfhe People of this Infidel Age, perhaps, will hardly 
believe this Story . But you may give them thefe three 
Signs by which they pall be convinc'd of the Uruth of it: 

About the middle of June next, J. J n. Pbiicmat , : 

pall be openly reconciled to the Church of Rome, and 
give all his Goods and Chatties to the Chaypel , being ■ 
perverted by a certain Country School mailer; On 
the 7 th ^September following my old Friend W. B— v 
pall be fiber § Hours , to the Afionipment or all his \ 
Neighbours : And about the fame time W . B. and A. 3 . 
will pub! ip another Almanack in my Name, in fpght of . 
Truth and Common- Senfe. 

As I can fee much clearer into Futurity, fince I got free 
from the dark Prifinof Fkp, in which I was continually 
moleficd and almoft blinded with Fogs arifing from Tiff, 
and the Smoke of burnt Drams ; I pall in kindnefs to you, 
frequently give you Informations of things to come, for the 
Improvement of your Almanack : Being Dear Dick, 
Your affectionate Friend, T. Lebds. 

For my own part I am convinc’d rhat the aboye 
Letter is genuine. If the Reader doubts of it, let J 
him carefully obferve the three Signs ; and if they 
do not afiually come to pafs, believe as he pleafes. 

I am his humble Friend, 

R . SA (J ND E R S. \ 
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